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Welcome to Woodsboro Lutheran Church

WELCOME! We are delighted that you have joined us for worship today. If you are visiting
with us for the first time, we invite you to sign our guest book at the entrance to the sanctuary.
Our ushers are happy to assist you in any way. The Pastor would love to meet you so please
introduce yourself. Woodsboro Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). We are blessed by your presence today.

The October bulletins are given to the glory of God by Joan Chesser.

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God.

Lay Reader: Jennifer Abrecht
Recording Assistant: Donna Droneburg
Usher: Robin Rippeon
Flower Coordinator: Michelle Burns and Suzanne Yusko



OCTOBER 25, 2026

Reformation Sunday

GATHERING

*Please stand as able Congregation responses are in bold.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHILDRENS MESSAGE

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God,

who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,

let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through =+ Jesus Christ,
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in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

*GATHERING SONG #504 —A Mighty Fortress is Our God

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY in unison
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them
against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34
' The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. ** But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. ** No longer shall they teach one another or say to each other,
“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the LORD, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks Be to God



PSALM Psalm 46
'God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
*Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
‘though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
> God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
“The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
7The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
“Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
’behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10«Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
'"'The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacobs our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28
“Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God.
2 For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through
the law comes the knowledge of sin.

°' But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is
attested by the Law and the Prophets, > the righteousness of God through the faith of
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, > since all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God; * they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, » whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement
by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; *° it
was to demonstrate at the present time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and
he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus.
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’Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of
works? No, rather through the law of faith. ** For we hold that a person is justified by
faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks Be to God

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
Glory to you, O Lord

‘! Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are
truly my disciples, ** and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”
 They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

* Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
sin. ** The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place
there forever. * So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

Praise to you, O Christ
SERMON Pastor Sean
*HYMN OF THE DAY #793 — Be Thou My Vision



*APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world.

A brief silence.

As we celebrate Reformation Sunday, we remember the witness of Martin Luther and the
reformers of the church in every generation. Empower us to continue the work of reform
and renewal in our own day. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the healing of natural places despoiled by pollution and human greed. Give
all living creatures access to safe land, water, and air. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for our criminal justice systems and all those whose lives are affected by them.
Give wisdom and discernment to police, probation officers, judges, and attorneys; give
courage and peace to prisoners and the formerly incarcerated. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



We ask your blessing upon all people who have been harmed by the church and its
leaders, that the truth may make them free. We pray for the relief of all those who are
sick or suffering. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give thanks for those exploring or returning to a life of faith. Encourage and guide
them, that they may find their hope in you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

With gratitude, we remember those disciples who paved the way for us and all of our
beloved dead. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

OUR OFFERING FOR GOD’S WORK

SPECIAL MUSIC We Believe

OFFERING PRAYER

God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.

THE LORD’S PRAYER in unison
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.



BENEDICTION

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.

*SENDING SONG
*DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

#547— Sent Forth by God’s Blessing



WOODSBORO LUTHERAN PRAYER LIST
Carolyn Abrecht, Arvella (Artie) Anders, Kelli Angleberger,
Shirley Baker, Larry Beard, Mack Burdette, Donna Carbone, Christie, Donald
Creager, Ruby Darner, Doug Eaves, Shari Eby, Luke Gavin, Evgeni
Gevezovski, Richard Harper, Philip Hockman, Faye Hollaway, Bob Hyde,
Jana Inskeep, Chris Johnson, Tom and Terri Johnson, Barbara Keyser, Doris
Lenhart, Rev. Dale Lind, Cathy Long, Sandy Measell, Mark Moler, Patrick
Moseley, Genie Neugebauer, Darren Poindexter, Marla Potts, Patricia
Ramsburg, Kevin Riffle, Connie Michaels Sloniger, Gary Smith, Greg Smith,
Mike Stottlemyer, Lois Summers, Donald and Peggy Trimmer, Paul Trimmer,
Emily Vietti, Jeff Wisner, and Tom Yealey

WELC ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTE: In order to keep your membership active, you must take communion,
and complete and submit a card once per year.

Pastor Sean’s Weekly Office Hours — Every Thursday from 10:00am-2:00pm. Please
feel free to stop by to say hello, give feedback or if you need pastoral care. As always,

Pastor Sean can be reached throughout the week at welcpastorsean@gmail.com or
301-606-3632.

Worship Service Social — Join us for coffee, snacks, and fellowship on the 1% and 3™
Sunday of each month prior to our worship service.

Free Community Dinner The next dinner is November 3rd from5-6:30. All are
welcome so invite your family and friends. Volunteers are always needed. If you have
questions, please contact Pastor Sean.

Offerings of Gratitude begin today through Sunday, November 22", Please pick up a
jar for your offerings. Thank you.

The 2026 Flower Chart is posted in the narthex. Please consider volunteering to
furnish flowers for Sunday worship. Contact Michelle Burns 301-788-7734 or Suzanne
Yusko 301-471-1539.
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Year-to-Date Offerings — Thank you very much for your continued support. The
updated year to date offering as of September 27th 2026, is $98,410.16 with an
annual budgeted amount of $169,000.00. Again, we appreciate your financial
contributions and ongoing support. If you would like a copy of the financial
statement please contact Robin Rippeon at robinrnest@comcast.net.

Council Meeting November 17th at 7pm in the conference room. To request a
copy of minutes please contact Suzanne Yusko at smy196914@gmail.com. If
anyone would like a copy of the financial report, please email Robin Rippeon at
robinrnest@comcast.net.

Caring Closet will be collecting items for their program. November’s focus will be on
Thanksgiving dinner items - mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes, stuffing, gravy, etc.
Your donations are greatly appreciated.

WLC Food Collection — The Latest from the GVCS Food Bank - All donations are
greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the food bank
at 301-845-4229 (Leave a message and your call will be returned.) or email at
GVFB21lw@gmail.com. Thank all of you for your continued support!

Currently, the greatest needs are:
Kid’s Cereal Spaghetti Noodles | Spaghetti Sauce

Canned Beans Boxed Crackers Baked Beans

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Woodsboro Lunch Bunch Meeting — Wednesday, November 18th, at 11:30 am, we
are planning to go to El Rancho Restaurant at 111 Walkers Village Way, Walkersville,
MD. Invite a friend. If you are interested in going, please call Doris at 301-676-8742.
New members are always welcome.
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October Birthdays

4-Oct

Randy Delauter

5-Oct

Tommy King

8-Oct

Rebecca Hub

8-Oct

Kayla Lenhart

9-Oct

Connor Abrecht

12-Oct

Kaitlyn Blank

14-Oct

Kelly Reever Mink

15-Oct

Bonnie Beall

16-Oct

Mitzi Smith

17-Oct

Marylou Cavalier

17-Oct

Jillian Henderson

18-Oct

Dorothea Barrick

26-Oct

John Martinez

21-Oct

Robin Delauter

28-Oct

Riggin Koontz

31-Oct

Katrina Brakebill
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Upcoming Events

Pot - pie Carryout - October 31 — pick up from 11-2. Please order by
October 25", Help is needed on both the 30™ and 31%. Contact Brian
Rippeon for more information.

Holiday Soup and Sandwich, Friday, November 20th. Order our famous
chicken corn soup, chicken salad and/or country ham sandwiches and
pick up between noon - 1pm. To order visit our website (address above)
or call or text Roger Myers at 301.606.5046

Holiday Bazaar, Saturday, November 21st from 9am — 2pm. Come and
shop for those Christmas treasures and enjoy breakfast or lunch.
Vendor spaces are still available, contact Robin Delauter at
301.639.1206 for more information

Annual Christmas Concert — FREE to the Community. Sunday,
December 6th from 6 — 8pm. Directed and Orchestrated by our own
Gary Schwartz and Bernadette Harper, this year’s concert is planned to
be one you don’t want to miss. There will be lots of great music and lots
of Christmas cookies and snacks

Christmas Eve, Thursday, December 24", WLC will have two services,

a 3pm service and our traditional 9pm Candlelight service with special
music. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend
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Use the QR Code to donate to WELC

Woodsboro Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 27; 101 South Main Street
Woodsboro, MD 21798
woodsborolutheranchurch.com

woodsboroevangelical@comcast.net
Office 301-845-4533
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