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Welcome to Woodsboro Lutheran Church

WELCOME! We are delighted that you have joined us for worship today. If you are visiting
with us for the first time, we invite you to sign our guest book at the entrance to the sanctuary.
Our ushers are happy to assist you in any way. The Pastor would love to meet you so please
introduce yourself. Woodsboro Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). We are blessed by your presence today.

Holy Communion is open to everyone who wants to experience the presence of Christ in this
sacrament. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Both wine and grape juice are
offered. Gluten free wafers are available. Prepackaged communion cups with wafer are
available on request, let the usher know if you prefer a prepackaged communion cup.

The September bulletins are given to the glory of God and in honor of Sterling Lenhart
by his loving family.

The Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God and in memory of
Sterling Lenharts’s birthday on September 20" — Happy birthday in heaven.
Your loving family.

Lay Reader: Mitzi Smith
Recording Assistant: Donna Droneburg
Usher: Mitzi Smith
Flower Coordinator: Michelle Burns and Suzanne Yusko
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SEPTEMBER 20, 2026
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost

GATHERING

*Please stand as able Congregation responses are in bold.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHILDRENS MESSAGE

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God,

who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,

let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through =+ Jesus Christ,
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in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

*GATHERING SONG #40S —Lord of Light

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY in unison
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and
train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING Jonah 3:10-4:11
'“When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways,
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and
he did not do it.

“1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. > He prayed to the
LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country?
That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and
merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment.
* And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to
live.” * And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” ° Then Jonah went out of the
city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in
the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

¢The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over
his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. " But
when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it
withered. * When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on
the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better
for me to die than to live.”



’ But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?”” And he said,
“Yes, angry enough to die.” '’ Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush,
for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and
perished in a night. '' And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in
which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their
right hand from their left and also many animals?”

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks Be to God

PSALM Psalm 145:1-8
'T will exalt you, my God and king,
and bless your name forever and ever.
*Every day will I bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.
*Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised!
There is no end to your greatness.
“One generation shall praise your works to another
and shall declare your power.
I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty
and all your marvelous works.
*They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts,
and I will recount your greatness.
" They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness.
‘The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

SECOND READING: Philippians 11:21-30
' For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. > If I am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. > I am hard pressed between
the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, ** but to remain in
the flesh is more necessary for you. * Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will
remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, ** so that, by my
presence again with you, your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me.

7Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing
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firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel ** and in
no way frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction
but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. *’ For he has graciously granted you the
privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, *’ since you are
having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks Be to God

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16
Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. > After agreeing with the laborers
for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. ° When he went out about nine
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, * and he said to them, ‘You also
go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. ° When he went
out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. ® And about five o’clock
he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you
standing here idle all day?’ ’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to
them, “You also go into the vineyard.” * When evening came, the owner of the vineyard
said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last
and then going to the first.” * When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them
received a denarius. '°Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more;
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but each of them also received a denarius. '' And when they received it, they grumbled
against the landowner, " saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” '* But he
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for
a denarius? '“ Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as [
give to you. " Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because I am generous?’ '° So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON Pastor Sean
*HYMN OF THE DAY #695 — As Saints of Old
*NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God
hears us.

A brief silence.

Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news and our
anger at your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be witnesses to your love.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that all your
creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees. Reconcile
conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with camaraderie, and bring an
end to employment disparity. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth that their
value comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those who are injured, ill,
and for all in any need. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others in the
community. Inspire all in this congregation to support community endeavors with our
time and talents. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved ones
whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

OUR OFFERING FOR GOD’S WORK

OFFERING PRAYER

God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE FOR THE DAY Pastor Sean
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION Pastor Sean
THE LORD’S PRAYER in unison

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION Pastor Sean
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

SPECIAL MUSIC He is Exalted
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.

*SENDING SONG #765— Lord of All Hopefulness
*DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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WOODSBORO LUTHERAN PRAYER LIST
Carolyn Abrecht, Arvella (Artie) Anders, Kelli Angleberger,
Shirley Baker, Larry Beard, Mack Burdette, Donna Carbone, Christie, Nancy
and Donald Creager, Ruby Darner, Doug Eaves, Shari Eby, Luke Gavin,
Evgeni Gevezovski, Richard Harper, Philip Hockman, Faye Hollaway, Bob
Hyde, Jana Inskeep, Chris Johnson, Tom and Terri Johnson, Barbara Keyser,
Doris Lenhart, Rev. Dale Lind, Cathy Long, Sandy Measell, Mark Moler,
Patrick Moseley, Genie Neugebauer, Darren Poindexter, Marla Potts, Patricia
Ramsburg, Kevin Riffle, Connie Michaels Sloniger, Gary Smith, Greg Smith,
Mike Stottlemyer, Lois Summers, Donald and Peggy Trimmer, Emily Vietti,
Jeff Wisner, and Tom Yealey

WELC ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTE: In order to keep your membership active, you must take communion,
and complete and submit a card once per year.

Pastor Sean’s Weekly Office Hours — Every Thursday from 10:00am-2:00pm. Please
feel free to stop by to say hello, give feedback or if you need pastoral care. As always,

Pastor Sean can be reached throughout the week at welcpastorsean@gmail.com or
301-606-3632.

Worship Service Social — Join us for coffee, snacks, and fellowship on the 1% and 3™
Sunday of each month prior to our worship service.

Free Community Dinner —  The next dinner is October 6" from5-6:30. All are
welcome so invite your family and friends. Volunteers are always needed. If you have
questions, please contact Pastor Sean.

The 2026 Flower Chart is posted in the narthex. Please consider volunteering to
furnish flowers for Sunday worship. Contact Michelle Burns 301-788-7734 or Suzanne
Yusko 301-471-1539.

Year-to-Date Offerings — Thank you very much for your continued support. The
updated year to date offering as of September 9th 2026, is $94,731.16 with an
annual budgeted amount of $169,000.00. Again, we appreciate your financial
contributions and ongoing support. If you would like a copy of the financial
statement please contact Robin Rippeon at robinrnest@comcast.net.
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Council Meeting October 20" at 7pm in the conference room. To request a copy
of minutes please contact Suzanne Yusko at smy196914@gmail.com. If anyone
would like a copy of the financial report, please email Robin Rippeon at
robinrnest(@comcast.net.

Caring Closet will be collecting items for their program. September’s focus will be
on pasta, pasta sauce, canned pasta (ravioli, spaghetti 0’s, etc.), peanut butter and jelly.
Your donations are greatly appreciated.

WLC Food Collection — The Latest from the GVCS Food Bank - All donations are
greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the food bank
at 301-845-4229 (Leave a message and your call will be returned.) or email at
GVFB21lw@gmail.com. Thank all of you for your continued support!

Currently, the greatest needs are:
Kid’s Cereal Spaghetti Noodles | Spaghetti Sauce

Canned Beans Boxed Crackers Baked Beans

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Woodsboro Lunch Bunch Meeting — Wednesday, October 21st, at 11:30 am, we are
planning to go to Bollinger’s Restaurant at 210 North Church Street, Thurmont, MD.
Invite a friend. If you are interested in going, please call Doris at 301-676-8742. New
members are always welcome.
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September Birthdays

Tyler Marcus

Robert Lind

Susan Stitely

Matthew Myers

Donald Trimmer

Temple Powell

KaSarah Lind

John Nash

Terri Nicholson

Cheryl Lenhart

Brenda Lenhart

Kenneth Stitely

Sam Lookingbill

Brittany Ray

Erin Hub

September Anniversaries

2

—_—

Mike and Holly
Stottlemyer
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Mark you calendars for coming events: (More
information to come)

Fall Woodsboro Days Yard Sale and Food - October
16th and 17th

(NOTE - YOU CAN START DROPPING OFF YOUR YARD
SALE DONATIONS IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ROOMS)

Harvest Home Fall Food Collection - October 18th
Fall Bingo Fundraiser - October 24th
Fall Slippery Pot-pie carryout - October 31st
Fall Soup and Sandwich Sale - November 20th

Annual Holiday / Christmas Bazaar - November 21st
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Use the QR Code to donate to WELC

Woodsboro Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 27; 101 South Main Street
Woodsboro, MD 21798
woodsborolutheranchurch.com
woodsboroevangelical@comcast.net
Office 301-845-4533

f
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