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Welcome to Woodsboro Lutheran Church 
 
WELCOME!   We are delighted that you have joined us for worship today.  If you are visiting 

with us for the first time, we invite you to sign our guest book at the entrance to the sanctuary.  

Our ushers are happy to assist you in any way.  The Pastor would love to meet you so please 

introduce yourself.  Woodsboro Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  We are blessed by your presence today.   

 

Holy Communion is open to everyone who wants to experience the presence of Christ in this 

sacrament. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Both wine and grape juice are 

offered. Gluten free wafers are available. Prepackaged communion cups with wafer are 

available on request, let the usher know if you prefer a prepackaged communion cup. 

   

 

The July bulletins are given to the glory of God and in memory of Ted Droneburg by 

his wife, Donna Droneburg. 

 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God. 

 

Lay Reader: Jennifer Abrecht 

Recording Assistant: Donna Droneburg 

Usher: Robin Rippeon 

Flower Coordinator: Jennifer Abrecht 
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July 5, 2026 

Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

   
GATHERING 

 

*Please stand as able   Congregation responses are in bold. 
 

PRELUDE  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

source of hope in every nation, 

rest for the weary, 

glory and peace to the ends of the earth. 

Amen. 

Let us bring every burden to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of all mercy, 

we have sinned against you, 

our neighbors, and your creation. 

Within ourselves and our communities, 

our desire to do what is good 

is at war with the evil that dwells in us. 

We lament the evil that holds us captive. 

We repent of the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf. 

Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us 

for lives of compassion and courage 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

All-merciful, Almighty God 

forgive you all your sins 
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through the grace of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

and by the Spirit’s power 

strengthen you in doing what is good. 

Amen. 

 

 

*GATHERING SONG #742 –What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you.   

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY in unison  

Lord of all the worlds, guide this nation by your Spirit to go forward in justice and 

freedom. Give to all living in these lands the blessings of well-being and harmony, but 

above all things give us faith in you, that our nation may bring glory to your name and 

blessings to all peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

FIRST READING Zechariah 9:9-12  
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

 See, your king comes to you; 

  triumphant and victorious is he, 

 humble and riding on a donkey, 

  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

  and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

  and he shall command peace to the nations; 

 his dominion shall be from sea to sea 

  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 

 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
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 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks Be to God 

 

PSALM        Psalm 145:8-14 
8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 9 LORD, you are good to all, 

  and your compassion is over all your works.  

 10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD, 

  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 

 11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 

  and speak of your power, 

 12 that all people may know of your power 

  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout 

all ages. 

  You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 

 14 The Lord upholds all those who fall 

  and lifts up those who are bowed down.    

 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a 
15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing 

I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is no 

longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that the good does not 

dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but 

not the ability. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 
20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 

  21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 
22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members another 

law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in 

my members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 
25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks Be to God 



6 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

 

Glory to you, O Lord 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this generation? It is like 

children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 

 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the Son 

of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend 

of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

 

  25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 

have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 

infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed 

over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 

the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 

you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 

light.” 

 

 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

SERMON Pastor Sean 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY #608 – Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling 

 

*NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God,  

     the Father, the Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth,  

     of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

     the only Son of God, 

     eternally begotten of the Father,  

     God from God, Light from Light, 

     true God from true God,  

     begotten, not made, 

     of one Being with the Father;  

     through him all things were made. 

     For us and for our salvation  

          he came down from heaven; 

          by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,  

          and was made man. 

          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

          he suffered death and was buried.  

          On the third day he rose again  

          in accordance with the scriptures; 

          he ascended into heaven  

          and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

          and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

     He has spoken through the prophets. 

     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

     We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

          and the life of the world to come.   

Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from every nation. 

Knit us together into one body and heal the divisions we have caused. Overcome our 

timidity to witness and act in the public square when your purpose is being thwarted. 

Bless rostered and lay leaders with clarity and courage as they center your people in the 

gospel. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the Atlantic to 

the western islands, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples over many 

centuries. As we take our part in creation’s praise, revive our wonder at what you have 

fashioned, and enliven our will to ensure its health for future generations. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your own 

divine life. We come from many nations with many languages; make us a united people 

that delights in our many different gifts. As the United States of America marks its 

declaration of independence, give those whom we have entrusted with authority the spirit 

of wisdom, and curb every abuse of that trust, so that both here and abroad, justice, 

humility, and peace may flourish. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, who live 

with poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace people seeking 

refuge; those incarcerated, detained, or disappeared; and neighbors fearing those they 

once trusted. Give healing and hope to people in any oppression and need. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We remember before you those who have died in every generation: Jan Hus, executed for 

protesting the ecclesial system; Benedict, teacher of a prayerful life; and those who have 

died ensuring the freedoms of this country: people in the armed services, peace officers, 

advocates, and activists. Gather us, together with those who have gone before us, and 

with saints of every tribe and nation, into the holy city you have prepared. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
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OUR OFFERING FOR GOD’S WORK 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC       Instrumental 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, 

for waves of grain and harvesters, 

fruitful vines and winepresses, 

for our labor and our rest, 

for the gifts of your hand in this land. 

Transform us and what we offer 

into the banquet of your compassion, 

serving your love without limits 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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PREFACE FOR THE DAY Pastor Sean 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION      Pastor Sean 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER in unison 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION Pastor Sean 

Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven: 

Taste and know that God is good to all. 

 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC     It Was Finished On The Cross 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We thank you, God of heaven and earth, 

that you fill our deepest need 

with the very gift of Jesus Christ, 

broken and poured out for us. 

Pour us out into a broken world. 

Channel our common life 

toward the common good, 

following the way our Savior leads us 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

The Author of life, 

the Word of salvation, 

the Breath of new birth, 

☩ one God, bless you 

and equip you for living and serving, 

today and every day. 

Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG #890– Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory 

 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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WELC ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NOTE:  In order to keep your membership active, you must take communion, 

and complete and submit a card once per year.  

Pastor Sean’s Weekly Office Hours – Every Thursday from 10:00am-2:00pm. Please 

feel free to stop by to say hello, give feedback or if you need pastoral care.  As always, 

Pastor Sean can be reached throughout the week at welcpastorsean@gmail.com or 

301-606-3632.  

Worship Service Social – Join us for coffee, snacks, and fellowship on the 1st and 3rd 

Sunday of each month prior to our worship service. 

Pastor Sean Away for Continuing Education – July 6-12. If you need emergency 

Pastoral Care please contact Pastor Sean and he will contact Pastor Ron Brown who 

will be covering for him.  

Return Survey Please! At the congregational meeting you received a survey 

regarding Social Engagement and Activities. Please complete the survey by July 12th 

and return it to Roger Myers or Pastor Sean. If you need a survey form there are a few 

on the table in the rear of the sanctuary. Thank you. 

Free Community Dinner –     The next dinners are July 7th from 5-6:30 and July18th 

cosponsored with St. Pauls’s Lutheran Church from 5-6:30. All are welcome so invite 

your family and friends. Volunteers are always needed. If you have questions, please 

contact Pastor Sean. 

The 2026 Flower Chart is posted in the narthex.  Please consider volunteering to 

furnish flowers for Sunday worship. Contact Jennifer Abrecht 301-606-7518. 

WOODSBORO LUTHERAN PRAYER LIST  

Carolyn Abrecht, Arvella (Artie) Anders, Kelli Angleberger, 

Shirley Baker, Larry Beard, Mack Burdette, Donna Carbone, Barbara Christie, 
Nancy and Donald Creager, Ruby Darner, Doug Eaves, Shari Eby, Ed 
Esworthy, Luke Gavin, Evgeni Gevezovski, Richard Harper, Philip Hockman, 
Faye Hollaway, Bob Hyde, Jana Inskeep, Chris Johnson, Tom and Terri 
Johnson, Barbara Keyser, Doris Lenhart, Rev. Dale Lind, Cathy Long, Sandy 
Measell, Mark Moler, Patrick Moseley, Genie Neugebauer, Darren 
Poindexter, Marla Potts, Kevin Riffle, Gary Smith, Greg Smith, Mike 
Stottlemyer, Lois Summers, Donald Trimmer, Emily Vietti, Jeff Wisner, the 
family of Pastor Harry Wolpert, and Tom Yealey 
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Year-to-Date Offerings –     Thank you very much for your continued support. The 

updated year to date offering as of June 28th 2026, is $78,854.53 with an annual 

budgeted amount of $169,000.00. Again, we appreciate your financial contributions 

and ongoing support. If you would like a copy of the financial statement please 

contact Robin Rippeon at robinrnest@comcast.net. 

 

Council Meeting   TBA. To request a copy of minutes please contact Suzanne 

Yusko at smy196914@gmail.com. If anyone would like a copy of the financial 

report, please email Robin Rippeon at robinrnest@comcast.net. 

 

FREE – WELC China – We are cleaning out our cupboards. If you would like some 

WELC China you are welcome to take as few or as many as you want. The China is on 

tables in the social hall.  It will be available until the first week of July and then the 

remainder will be donated. If you have any questions, please see any council member. 

Caring Closet will be collecting items for their program.   July’s focus will be on 

laundry items: detergent, softener, stain remover and bleach. Your donations are 

greatly appreciated.    

WLC Food Collection – The Latest from the GVCS Food Bank - All donations are 

greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the food bank 

at 301-845-4229 (Leave a message and your call will be returned.) or email at 

GVFB21w@gmail.com.  Thank all of you for your continued support! 

 

 

Currently, the greatest needs are: 

Kid’s Cereal  Spaghetti Noodles  Spaghetti Sauce  

Canned Beans Boxed Crackers  Baked Beans  

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Woodsboro Lunch Bunch Meeting –    Wednesday, July 15th, at 11:30 am, we are 

planning to go to Ledo Pizza at 1293A Riverbend Way, Frederick, MD.  Invite a 

friend.  If you are interested in going, please call Doris at 301-676-8742.  New 

members are always welcome. 

mailto:smy196914@gmail.com
mailto:GVFB21w@gmail.com
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July Birthdays 
 

5-Jul Denton Lenhart 

11-Jul Greg Abrecht 

12-Jul Loretta Stouter 

13-Jul Jodie Wisner 

19-Jul Diane Reever 

20-Jul Ronald Lookingbill 

 Brian Rippeon 

22-Jul Bud Eckenrode Jr 

23-Jul Jarred Eyler 

25-Jul Garrison Abrecht 

30-Jul Steven Dixon 

 Mark Ramsburg 

 

 

July Anniversaries 

 

5 Daniel & Brenda Nowell 

15 Greg & Jennifer Abrecht  

24 Robert & Cheryl Lenhart  

31 Gregory & Stephanie Chipley 
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Use the QR Code to donate to WELC 

 

 

 

 

Woodsboro Lutheran Church 

P. O. Box 27; 101 South Main Street 

Woodsboro, MD 21798 

woodsborolutheranchurch.com 

woodsboroevangelical@comcast.net 

Office 301-845-4533 
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