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Welcome to Woodsboro Lutheran Church

WELCOME! We are delighted that you have joined us for worship today. If you are visiting
with us for the first time, we invite you to sign our guest book at the entrance to the sanctuary.
Our ushers are happy to assist you in any way. The Pastor would love to meet you so please
introduce yourself. Woodsboro Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). We are blessed by your presence today.

Holy Communion is open to everyone who wants to experience the presence of Christ in this
sacrament. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Both wine and grape juice are
offered. Gluten free wafers are available. Prepackaged communion cups with wafer are
available on request, let the usher know if you prefer a prepackaged communion cup.

The July bulletins are given to the glory of God and in memory of Ted Droneburg by
his wife, Donna Droneburg.

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of the 65" birthday of
Brian Rippeon, July 20™, and his recent retirement, by his loving family.

Lay Reader: Robin Rippeon
Recording Assistant: Donna Droneburg
Usher: Mitzi Smith
Flower Coordinator: Jennifer Abrecht



JULY 19, 2026
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost

GATHERING

*Please stand as able Congregation responses are in bold.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHILDRENS MESSAGE

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,

whose compassion endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



*GATHERING SONG #399 —O Holy Spirit, Root of Life

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY in unison
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be
rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 44:6-8
¢ Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
I am the first, and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
”Who is like me? Let them proclaim it;
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
¢ Do not fear or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks Be to God

PSALM Psalm 86:11-17
'""Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
2T will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
and glorify your name forevermore.
" For great is your love toward me;
you have delivered me from the pit of death.
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“The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my
life;
they have not set you before their eyes.
" But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.
*Turn to me and have mercy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid.
'7Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to
shame;
because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25
> So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh—" for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. “ For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. "” For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” '° it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, '”and if children, then heirs:
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also
be glorified with him.

T consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory about to be revealed to us. ' For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the children of God, *° for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its
own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope *' that the creation itself will
be set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. *> We know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it
suffers together the pains of labor, ** and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies. ** For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not
hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? * But if we hope for what we do not see,
we wait for it with patience.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks Be to God



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Glory to you, O Lord

“*[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,” but while everybody was
asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. *° So
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 7 And the
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ ** He answered, ‘An enemy has
done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?” ** But he
replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them.
" Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.” ”’

“Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him,
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” " He answered, “The one
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; ** the field is the world, and the good seed are
the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, *” and the enemy
who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels.
0 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the
age. ' The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all
causes of sin and all evildoers, ** and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. ** Then the righteous will shine like the sun
in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

Praise to you, O Christ



SERMON Pastor Sean

*HYMN OF THE DAY #736 — God, Sculptor of the Mountains

*NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.



We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the wheat. Where
we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost among the complexities of
life, guide us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans,
microscopic plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s
dedication to hope for what we do not yet see. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in righteousness.
Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely toward the flourishing
of all. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted by war,
eviction, global climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness to their
character, or illness or injury. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers, daycare
professionals, librarians, summer school educators and coaches, teachers preparing for
the coming academic year, and youth becoming first-time babysitters. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and places.
We give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun in your
presence. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares
upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.

Amen.



OUR OFFERING FOR GOD’S WORK
SPECIAL MUSIC

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Instrumental



PREFACE FOR THE DAY Pastor Sean
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION Pastor Sean
THE LORD’S PRAYER in unison

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION Pastor Sean
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

SPECIAL MUSIC Father, Let Your Kingdom Come (Matt Maher)
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,

*+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.

*SENDING SONG #694— Sing to the Lord of Harvest

*DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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WOODSBORO LUTHERAN PRAYER LIST
Carolyn Abrecht, Arvella (Artie) Anders, Kelli Angleberger,
Shirley Baker, Larry Beard, Mack Burdette, Donna Carbone, the family of
Barbara Christie, Nancy and Donald Creager, Ruby Darner, Doug Eaves,
Shari Eby, Ed Esworthy, Luke Gavin, Evgeni Gevezovski, Richard Harper,
Philip Hockman, Faye Hollaway, Bob Hyde, Jana Inskeep, Chris Johnson,
Tom and Terri Johnson, Barbara Keyser, Doris Lenhart, Rev. Dale Lind,
Cathy Long, Sandy Measell, Mark Moler, Patrick Moseley, Genie
Neugebauer, Darren Poindexter, Marla Potts, Kevin Riffle, Gary Smith, Greg
Smith, Mike Stottlemyer, Lois Summers, Donald and Peggy Trimmer, Emily
Vietti, Jeff Wisner, and Tom Yealey

WELC ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTE: In order to keep your membership active, you must take communion,
and complete and submit a card once per year.

Pastor Sean’s Weekly Office Hours — Every Thursday from 10:00am-2:00pm. Please
feel free to stop by to say hello, give feedback or if you need pastoral care. As always,

Pastor Sean can be reached throughout the week at welcpastorsean@gmail.com or
301-606-3632.

Worship Service Social — Join us for coffee, snacks, and fellowship on the 1% and 3™
Sunday of each month prior to our worship service.

Free Community Dinner — The next dinner is July 18th from 5-6:30 cosponsored
with St. Pauls’s Lutheran Church from 5-6:30. All are welcome so invite your family
and friends. Volunteers are always needed. If you have questions, please contact Pastor
Sean.

The 2026 Flower Chart is posted in the narthex. Please consider volunteering to
furnish flowers for Sunday worship. Contact Jennifer Abrecht 301-606-7518.

Year-to-Date Offerings — Thank you very much for your continued support. The
updated year to date offering as of June 28th 2026, is $78,854.53 with an annual
budgeted amount of $169,000.00. Again, we appreciate your financial contributions
and ongoing support. If you would like a copy of the financial statement please
contact Robin Rippeon at robinrnest@comcast.net.
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Council Meeting TBA. To request a copy of minutes please contact Suzanne
Yusko at smy196914@gmail.com. If anyone would like a copy of the financial
report, please email Robin Rippeon at robinrnest@comcast.net.

FREE — WELC China — We are cleaning out our cupboards. If you would like some
WELC China you are welcome to take as few or as many as you want. The China is on
tables in the social hall. It will be available through July and then the remainder will
be donated. If you have any questions, please see any council member.

Caring Closet will be collecting items for their program. July’s focus will be on
laundry items: detergent, softener, stain remover and bleach. Your donations are
greatly appreciated.

WLC Food Collection — The Latest from the GVCS Food Bank - All donations are
greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the food bank

at 301-845-4229 (Leave a message and your call will be returned.) or email at
GVEB21w@gmail.com. Thank all of you for your continued support!

Currently, the greatest needs are:
Kid’s Cereal Spaghetti Noodles | Spaghetti Sauce

Canned Beans Boxed Crackers Baked Beans

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Woodsboro Lunch Bunch Meeting — Wednesday, August 19, at 11:30 am, we are
planning to go to China Garden at 506 West Patrick Street, Frederick, MD. Invite a
friend. If you are interested in going, please call Doris at 301-676-8742. New
members are always welcome.
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July Birthdays

5-Jul | Denton Lenhart

11-Jul | Greg Abrecht

12-Jul | Loretta Stouter

13-Jul | Jodie Wisner

19-Jul | Diane Reever

20-Jul | Ronald Lookingbill

Brian Rippeon

22-Jul | Bud Eckenrode Jr

23-Jul | Jarred Eyler

25-Jul | Garrison Abrecht

30-Jul | Steven Dixon

Mark Ramsburg
July Anniversaries
5(Daniel & Brenda Nowell
15|Greg & Jennifer Abrecht
24Robert & Cheryl Lenhart
31|Gregory & Stephanie Chipley
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Use the QR Code to donate to WELC

Woodsboro Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 27; 101 South Main Street
Woodsboro, MD 21798
woodsborolutheranchurch.com
woodsboroevangelical@comcast.net
Office 301-845-4533
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